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TO:


Honorable City Council
FROM:

City Administrator
SUBJECT:
Approve Freeway Maintenance Agreement between the City and the California Department of Transportation
Meeting Date:
October 2, 2018
RECOMMENDATION:
Approve the resolution to enter into a Freeway Maintenance Agreement (FMA) between the City of Commerce (City) and the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans).
BACKGROUND:
Interstate freeways, bridge overpasses, and similar highway structures are within the jurisdiction of Caltrans and are a part of Caltrans’ right-of-way.  However, Caltrans’ structures intertwine with the City’s streets and highways, and oftentimes, there is uncertainty as to which agency is the responsible lead when it comes to repair and maintenance.
In order to reduce or eliminate this uncertainty, Caltrans enters into freeway maintenance agreements with municipalities that outline what parts of its structures are under which jurisdiction during time of repair or maintenance.
ANALYSIS:
The need for a Freeway Maintenance Agreement (FMA) arose when the City inquired with Caltrans regarding a request to repair a portion of sunken pavement along the Triggs Street bridge overpass situated to the west of Telegraph Road and Atlantic Boulevard, near the “Mixmaster” intersection.
Caltrans informed the City that no action from Caltrans can be undertaken for the repair of the bridge overpass without having set in place an agreed upon FMA between the City and Caltrans.  It was brought to the attention to the City that no FMA was ever agreed upon between the two agencies, and that one should be approved by both the City and Caltrans, given the fact that there are a significant number of Caltrans structures and facilities that are within the City’s boundaries that are in need of maintenance and repair over time.
Caltrans staff provided the City a representative FMA for City Staff to review (see Attachment).  The FMA outlines what responsibilities pertain to which agency for the repair and maintenance of Caltrans facilities.  The full extent of the details related to repair and maintenance are listed in the attached FMA.
In short, the responsibility of repair and maintenance for Caltrans facilities can be succinctly summarized as follows:

· The upper or top portion of a Caltrans facility, such as a bridge overpass, is the responsibility of the municipality, which in this case is the City.  Therefore, the maintenance and repair of street lights, signs, pavement markings, guardrails, walkways, etc. are the responsibility of the City.

· The lower or bottom portion of a Caltrans facility, such as a bridge overpass, is the responsibility of Caltrans.  Therefore, the structural maintenance and repair that can consist of steel girders, steel re-bar, concrete foundations, concrete & steel bridge columns, etc. are the responsibility of Caltrans.
Both staffs at Caltrans and the City reviewed the FMA and made the requisite corrections and changes, and the FMA is now ready for approval by both agencies.  The City Attorney reviewed the FMA and gave his recommendation for approval.
Upon the approval and adoption of the FMA by both Caltrans and the City, the repair of the Triggs Street bridge overpass can begin.  Coordination by both agencies will be undertaken in order to ensure the safe repair of the bridge overpass.

ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve staff recommendation

2. Reject staff recommendation

3. Provide staff with further direction

FISCAL IMPACT:

No fiscal impact for the approval of the FMA.  For the Triggs Street bridge overpass repair, no fiscal impact is assumed since the damage is structurally-related and is concentrated at the lower level of the overpass.  Therefore, responsibility will be with Caltrans in terms of future repair.
RELATIONSHIP TO STRATEGIC GOALS:

This item relates to Council’s 2016 Strategic Action Plan’s:

Community Quality of Life 

Per Guiding Principle 4: To “support and evaluate community services, programs and events that promote healthy and quality lifestyles for our residents. Enhance public safety and social services through innovative programs that meet the needs of the residential and business communities.” 

ATTACHMENT:
· Freeway Maintenance Agreement between Caltrans and the City of Commerce

Approved by: Maryam Babaki, P.E., Public Works & Development Services Director

Fiscal Impact reviewed by: Vilko Domic, Director of Finance

Approved as to form by: Noel Tapia, City Attorney

Respectfully submitted:  Edgar P. Cisneros, City Administrator
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